The title compound. C 15 H 14 N 2 O 4 , (I), has a gauche-gauche (O/C/C/C-O/C/C/C or GG) conformation and is a positional isomer of propane-1,3-diyl bis(pyridine-3-carboxylate), (II) . The molecule of (I) lies on a twofold rotation axis, which passes through the central C atom of the aliphatic chain, giving one half-molecule per asymmetric unit. There is excellent agreement of the geometric parameters of (I) and (II). The most obvious differences between them are the O/C/C/C-O/ C/C/C torsion angles [56.6 (2) in (I) and 174.0 (3)/70.2 (3) in (II) for GG and TG conformations, respectively] and the dihedral angle between the planes of the aromatic rings [80.3 (10) in (I) and 76.5 (3) in (II)]. The crystal structure is stabilized by weak C-HÁ Á Á N and C-HÁ Á Á O hydrogen bonding.
Related literature
The title compound can be used as a nucleophilic tecton in self-assembly reactions with metal centres of varying lability. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). We thank the Spanish Research Council (CSIC) for providing us with a free-of-charge licence for the CSD system. JV thanks the Universidad de Antofagasta for PhD fellowships.
Supplementary data and figures for this paper are available from the IUCr electronic archives (Reference: FL2297). Fig. 2 ). The title compound can be used as a nucleophilic tecton in self-assembly reactions with metal centres of varying lability.
Experimental
Isonicotinic acid (15 g, 0.122 mol) was stirred in SOCl 2 (40 ml) in the presence of DMF (0.6 ml) at 60°C for 12 h. Excess thionyl chloride was removed in vacuo. Dried 1,3-Propanediol (4.9 ml, 0.061 mol) was added. After the evolution of hydrogen chloride ended, the mixture was heated at 110°C for 2 h. The mixture was then dissolved in water, and NH 4 OH was ad- Figures Fig. 1 . Displacement ellipsoid plot at the 50% probability level for the non-H atoms. Symmetry operator for generating equivalent atoms: (A) 1-x, y, -z+3/2.
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Special details
Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds in cell parameters are only used when they are defined by crystal symmetry. An approximate (isotropic) treatment of cell esds is used for estimating esds involving l.s. planes. O1-C1-C11-C16 −171.1 (2) C13-N14-C15-C16 −0.5 (3) O2-C1-C11-C16 9.9 (3) N14-C15-C16-C11 0.8 (3) O1-C1-C11-C12 8.9 (3) C12-C11-C16-C15 0.0 (3) O2-C1-C11-C12 −170.21 (18) C1-C11-C16-C15 179.9 (2) Symmetry codes: (i) −x+1, y, −z+3/2. Symmetry codes: (ii) −x+1/2, −y−1/2, −z+1; (iii) −x+1/2, y+1/2, −z+3/2; (iv) −x+1, −y+2, −z+1; (v) −x+1, −y+1, −z+1.
Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å, °)
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